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» Premedication with dexamethasone (20 mg orally or IV at 12
and 6 hours before the dose; reduce to 10 mg with advanced
HIV disease), diphenhydramine (50 mg IV 30 to 60 minutes
prior to the dose), and cimetidine 300 mg or famotidine 20
mg (IV 30 to 60 minutes prior to the dose)
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2.Dose adjustments :
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C. B¥-14 EE ;)% ﬁg .
AL A K &AL & E 135 mg/m2 dose over 24 hours or the 175 mg/m2
dose over 3 hours.

® 24-hour infusion:

¢

¢

Transaminases <2 times upper limit of normal (ULN)
and bilirubin level =<1.5 mg/dL: 135 mg/m2
Transaminases 2 to <10 times ULN and bilirubin level
<1.5 mg/dL: 100 mg/m2

Transaminases <10 times ULN and bilirubin level 1.6
to 7.5 mg/dL: 50 mg/m?2

Transaminases =10 times ULN or bilirubin level >7.5
mg/dL: Avoid use

® 3-hour infusion:

<>

¢

Transaminases <10 times ULN and bilirubin level <
1.25 times ULN: 175 mg/m2

Transaminases <10 times ULN and bilirubin level 1. 26
to 2 times ULN: 135 mg/m2

Transaminases <10 times ULN and bilirubin level 2. 01
to 5 times ULN: 90 mg/m2

Transaminases =10 times ULN or bilirubin level >5
times ULN: Avoid use

d. Obesity: actual body weight (full weight) for calculation of
body surface area- or weight-based dosing
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Courses of paclitaxel should not be
repeated until the neutrophil count is
1,500/mm3 and the platelet count is =
100, 000/mm3;
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Paclitaxel should not be given to patients
with HIV if the baseline or subsequent
neutrophil count 1s <1, 000/mm3.
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7. Mechanism:

Paclitaxel promotes microtubule assembly by enhancing the action
of tubulin dimers, stabilizing existing microtubules, and
inhibiting their disassembly, interfering with the late G2 mitotic
phase, and inhibiting cell replication. In addition, the drug can
distort mitotic spindles, resulting in the breakage of chromosomes.
Paclitaxel may also suppress cell proliferation and modulate immune
response.
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